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Freedom Songs 
 

                                                                                       with Chris Wilson 
              

Podcast Link: http://amhistory.si.edu/thinkfinity/podcast/FreedomSongs.mp3 
 

Pre-Listening Questions 

 What role does music play in your life? Do you listen alone or with others? Do you make music? If so, 

how?  

 What strategies did civil rights protestors use to achieve their goals?  

Discussion Questions 

The following questions can be used for in-class discussion or short written responses from students after 

listening to the podcast. 

 What was the purpose of singing freedom songs in the civil rights movement? In what way might 
singing these songs reflect the overall strategies of the movement? 

 What are some of the roots of freedom songs?  

 Listen to sample Freedom Songs here: http://www.folkways.si.edu/popups/radio_america/player.html  
o What information can you gain about the movement by listening to freedom songs? How does 

Chris Wilson answer that question?  
o Draw what you hear—what emotions do these songs evoke? What images do you see in them?  

 What change does Chris describe in the role music plays in our lives today?  
 

Related Resources from the National Museum of American History 

 Freedom Songs: http://americanhistory.si.edu/ourstory/pdf/freedom/LunchCounter_Songs.pdf  

 Stories of Freedom and Justice Learning Page:  

http://americanhistory.si.edu/freedomandjustice/learning-resources 

 Meet Our Museum Podcast: Backstage at the Museum: 
http://amhistory.si.edu/thinkfinity/podcast/XCGuide.pdf 

 

Related Thinkfinity Resources 

 Picturing Freedom: The Selma-to-Montgomery March, 1965—from EDSITEment— 
http://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plan/picturing-freedom-selma-montgomery-march-1965#sect-
introduction  

 Competing Voices of the Civil Rights Movement—from EDSITEment—
http://edsitement.neh.gov/curriculum-unit/competing-voices-civil-rights-movement  

Spirituals—from EDSITEment—http://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plan/spirituals   
 

Related National Standards for U.S. History (National Center for History in the Schools) 

Era 9: Postwar United States (1945 to early 1970s) 

Standard 4: The struggle for racial and gender equality and the extension of civil liberties  
 

Have your students email their question, comments, and discoveries to thinkfinity@si.edu 
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Listen to the podcast. Take notes and answer the questions. 
 

1. What was the purpose of singing freedom songs in the civil rights movement? In what way might singing 
these songs reflect the overall strategies of the movement? 

 

 

 
2. What are some of the roots of freedom songs?  

 

 

3. Listen to sample Freedom Songs here: 

http://www.folkways.si.edu/popups/radio_america/player.html  

o What information can you gain about the movement by listening to freedom songs? 

How does Chris Wilson answer that question?  

 

 

o Draw what you hear—what emotions do these songs evoke? What images do you see in 

them?  

 

 

4. What change does Chris describe in the role music plays in our lives today?  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Give it a try and email your question, comments, and discoveries to historyteachers@si.edu 

http://www.folkways.si.edu/popups/radio_america/player.html

