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S P e A K e r S

VALERIE CONN is executive director of the Science 
Philanthropy Alliance. She brings over 25 years of experience 
working with philanthropists, foundations, and corporations 
to fund science, medicine, engineering, and education  
initiatives. Conn joined the Science Philanthropy Alliance 
in 2015 to help create strategy to advise philanthropists on 
how to effectively support basic science research. Prior to 
this position, she was vice president of strategy for the 
B612 Foundation (2014–2015) and served as a development 
officer at the University of Chicago (2004–2013), where Conn 
led teams in the physical sciences division and university 
strategic initiatives. She began her career at the Illinois 
Institute of Technology in 1989, after which she led a cam-
paign for medical research at Children’s Memorial Hospital 
(now Lurie Children’s) in Chicago (1999–2003).

DAGMAR DOLBY is president of the Ray and Dagmar Dolby 
Family Fund. She is a signatory of the Giving Pledge, an 
extension of the commitment she and her late husband, 
Ray Dolby, made many years ago to give the majority of 
their wealth to charitable causes. In their philanthropy, she 
and her sons Tom and David have chosen areas that are not 
typically at the top of charitable giving lists: support for 
reproductive rights, stem cell research, and brain health 
research, with a focus on mood disorders and Alzheimer’s 
disease. At the University of California San Francisco, the 
Dolby Family has given funds to establish the Dolby Family 
Center for Mood Disorders in its Department of Psychiatry, 
part of the Weill Institute for Neuroscience. Dolby also is a 
key funder of the Alzheimer’s Drug Discovery Foundation’s 
Alzheimer’s Diagnostics Accelerator, has been a regular 
funder of many of the Alzheimer’s Association initiatives, and 
with the help of neurologist Dr. Catherine Madison founded 
the Ray Dolby Brain Health Center in San Francisco.

HOWARD fILLIT, MD, is founding executive director and 
chief science officer of the Alzheimer’s Drug Discovery 
Foundation (ADDF), and an internationally recognized ger-
iatrician, neuroscientist, and expert in Alzheimer’s disease. 
Fillit has had a distinguished academic medicine career 
and is currently a clinical professor of geriatric medicine 
and palliative care, medicine, and neurosciences at The 
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai in New York. He 
has authored or co-authored more than 300 scientific and 
clinical publications, and is the senior editor of Brocklehurst’s 
Textbook of Geriatric Medicine and Gerontology. Fillit has 
received numerous awards and honors including the Rita 
Hayworth Award from the Alzheimer’s Association. He is a 
fellow of the American Geriatrics Society, the American 
College of Physicians, the Gerontological Society of 
America, and the New York Academy of Medicine.

WILLIAM fOEGE, MD, MPH, is a world-renowned epide-
miologist who worked in the successful 1970s campaign to 
eradicate smallpox. Foege became chief of the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Smallpox Eradication 
Program, and appointed CDC director in 1977. In 1984, Foege 
and colleagues formed the Task Force for Child Survival 
and Development, a working group for the World Health 
Organization, UNICEF, The World Bank, the United Nations 
Development Program, and the Rockefeller Foundation. Its 
success in accelerating childhood immunization led to an 

expansion of its mandate in 1991 to include other issues 
that diminish the quality of life for children. Foege served 
The Carter Center between 1986–1999, first as its executive 
director, fellow for health policy, and executive director of 
Global 2000. Between 1992–1999, he contributed to the 
Center’s work as a fellow and executive director of the Task 
Force for Child Survival and Development. In 1997, he joined 
the faculty of Emory University, where he is now Emeritus 
Presidential Distinguished Professor of International Health at 
the Rollins School of Public Health. In 1999, Foege became a 
senior medical advisor for the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 
where he remains active as a Gates Fellow.

ANTHEA M. HARTIG, PhD, is the Elizabeth MacMillan 
Director of the Smithsonian’s National Museum of American 
History and the first woman to hold the position since the 
museum opened in 1964. Hartig oversees 262 employees, 
a budget of nearly $50 million, and a collection that includes 
1.8 million objects and over three shelf-miles of archives. 
She joined the museum in February 2019 with priorities that 
include completing the museum’s 120,000-square-foot west 
wing renewal with new arts and culture exhibitions, including 
Entertaining America, set to open in 2021. Previously, Hartig 
was executive director and CEO of the California Historical 
Society. An award- winning public historian and cultural 
heritage expert, she is dedicated to making the nation’s 
richly diverse history accessible and relevant. She earned her 
doctorate and master’s degrees in history at UC Riverside, 
her bachelor’s degree at UCLA, and studied as an under-
graduate and graduate student at the College of William 
and Mary.  

LYDA HILL is chairman of both LH Holdings, Inc., a private 
investment firm, and the Lyda Hill Foundation. Her varied 
career reflects entrepreneurial vigor, business savvy, and  
a commitment to balancing profit with purpose. A serial 
entrepreneur and avid world traveler, Hill has founded 
businesses in travel/tourism, real estate, and medical 
research. Both her business and not-for-profit endeavors 
seek to fund game-changing advances in science and 
nature, to empower nonprofit organizations, and to improve 
both the world and the local communities of greatest 
importance to her: North Texas and Colorado Springs.

LEONARD A. LAUDER is chairman emeritus of The Estée 
Lauder Companies Inc. He formally joined the company  
in 1958, serving as president from 1972–1995, CEO from 
1982–1991, and chairman from 1995–2009. He is emeritus 
trustee of the University of Pennsylvania and a founding 
member of the Board of Governors of its Lauder Institute 
of Management and International Studies. He became a 
trustee of the Whitney Museum in 1977 and currently serves 
as its chairman emeritus. He is co-founder and co-chairman 
of the Alzheimer’s Drug Discovery Foundation; honorary 
chairman of the Breast Cancer Research Foundation Board 
of Directors; a member of the Council on Foreign Relations; 
and chairman emeritus and lifetime trustee of the board of 
directors of the Aspen Institute. Lauder was married to 
Evelyn H. Lauder from 1959 until she passed away in 2011. 
They had two sons together, and five grandchildren. Lauder 
married Judy Glickman Lauder in 2015. 

AMY ROBACH is the co-anchor of 20/20 and reports for 
Good Morning America and across ABC News platforms. 
Since joining ABC, Robach has traveled nationally and 
internationally to cover major news events. She reported on 
the terrorist attacks in Manchester and in Brussels, traveled 
to Iceland to report on the front lines of climate change, 
anchored Olympic coverage of the 2018 Winter Games, and 
climbed Mount Kilimanjaro for her five year cancerversary. 
Additionally, Robach has interviewed countless newsmakers 
and celebrities including Tonya Harding in a two-hour special, 
Gretchen Carlson on sexual harassment in the workplace, 
Monica Lewinsky’s first network interview in over a decade, 
and Cam Underwood’s first television interview after receiv-
ing a face transplant. Before joining ABC, Robach worked at 
NBC News from 2003–2012. She also worked as a correspon-
dent for WTTG TV in Washington, DC and WCBD TV in 
Charleston.

DAVID M. RUBENSTEIN is a co-founder and co-executive 
chairman of The Carlyle Group, one of the world’s largest 
private equity firms. He is chair of the Smithsonian Institution 
Board of Regents and chairman of the boards of trustees 
of the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts and 
the Council on Foreign Relations. He is co-chairman of the 
board of the Brookings Institution and has served as chair-
man of the board of trustees of Duke University. Rubenstein 
also is a trustee of the National Gallery of Art, the University 
of Chicago, Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center, Johns 
Hopkins Medicine, Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts, 
and the Institute for Advanced Study. He is president of 
the Economic Club of Washington and a member of the 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences.

MARILYN HAWRYS SIMONS, PhD, is president of the 
Simons Foundation, a position she has held since its incep-
tion in 1994. Simons is an advocate for the increased involve-
ment of philanthropy in funding basic science, and under 
her direction, the Simons Foundation has rapidly grown into 
one of the country’s leading private funders of basic scien-
tific research. Simons has more than 25 years of experience 
actively supporting nonprofit organizations in New York City 
and State. She is chairman of the board of Cold Spring Harbor 
Laboratory, an outstanding United States research facility 
specializing in molecular biology and genetics. She also 
serves as chair of the Stony Brook Women’s Leadership 
Council. Simons supports K-12 education for underserved 
communities in New York City as a member of the board of 
trustees of the LearningSpring School, a school for children 
diagnosed on the autism spectrum, and the East Harlem 
Scholars Academy. Simons also is a board member of the 
Turkana Basin Institute, a research institution that supports 
scientific projects in the Turkana Basin of Northern Kenya.

DAVID J. SKORTON, MD, is the 13th Secretary of the 
Smithsonian Institution, overseeing 19 museums, the 
National Zoo, 21 libraries, several research centers, and 
numerous education units and centers. He is a board-  
certified cardiologist and the first physician to lead the 
Smithsonian. Skorton is currently a Distinguished Professor 
at Georgetown University and previously served as the 
president of Cornell University. He was also a professor in 
the Medicine and Pediatrics departments at Weill Cornell 
Medical College and in Cornell’s Department of 
Biomedical Engineering. Before that, he was president of 
the University of Iowa and a professor there for 26 years.

STEVE MCCARROLL, PhD, is Harvard Medical School’s 
Dorothy and Milton Flier Professor of Genetics, and part of the 
scientific leadership of the Broad Institute’s Stanley Center 
for Psychiatric Research. McCarroll and the scientists in his 
lab work to understand how genes and cells make the 
human brain work, and why the human brain is vulnerable 
to specific disorders such as schizophrenia, bipolar disorder 
and neurodegenerative disease. McCarroll’s lab invented, 
and freely shared, now-widely used technology (“Drop-seq”) 
for analyzing gene expression in tens of thousands of indi-
vidual cells at the same time. His lab also discovered how 
genes create the human genome’s largest common risk 
factor for schizophrenia, a discovery (involving “complement” 
genes and potentially synaptic pruning) that was described 
in The Atlantic and The New York Times.  

AMANDA B. MONIZ, PhD, is the David M. Rubenstein 
Curator of Philanthropy at the Smithsonian’s National 
Museum of American History. Moniz’s first book, From 
Empire to Humanity: The American Revolution and the Origins 
of Humanitarianism, was awarded ARNOVA’S inaugural 
Peter Dobkin Hall History of Philanthropy Book Prize. She is 
now working on a book about how philanthropists today 
look to history to inform their work, as well as on a biogra-
phy of Isabella Graham, a philanthropic leader in the early 
United States. 

LARRY NORTON, MD, is the Norna S. Sarofim Chair of 
Clinical Oncology at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer 
Center, medical director of the Evelyn H. Lauder Breast 
Center, and professor of medicine at Weill-Cornell Medical 
College. He is a founder of the Breast Cancer Research 
Foundation and co-scientific director. Norton has served 
as president of the American Society of Clinical Oncology 
and chaired committees or been on the boards of the 
National Cancer Institute, National Institutes of Health,  
and the Institute of Medicine of the National Academy  
of Sciences. Norton’s research is broad, but he is best known 
for mathematical modeling in therapeutic development. 
He co-invented the Norton-Simon Model of cancer growth 
which has broadly influenced cancer therapy, and the self-
seeding concept of cancer metastasis and growth. He is 
the Principal Investigator of an NCI Program Project Grant 
in Models of Human Breast Cancer and an author of more 
than 350 published articles and book chapters. 

ABBE RAVEN is acting chairman, A+E Networks, and a 
leading media executive known for building some of the 
most prominent cable networks—A+E, HISTORY, and 
LIFETIME. Raven began her career as a production assistant, 
rising through the ranks to become president, CEO, and the 
first chairman of A+E Networks—the award-winning multi-
billion dollar global media company. During her tenure as 
CEO, the company’s revenues tripled, its global portfolio 
expanded, and HISTORY and A+E catapulted into the top 
five cable networks. She founded Raven Media Advisors 
which counsels companies and entrepreneurs. Raven was 
recognized as one of Fortune’s 50 Most Powerful Women in 
Business, The Hollywood Reporter’s top five Powerful Women 
in Entertainment, and inducted into the Broadcasting & Cable 
Hall of Fame. Raven serves as chairman of the board of the 
Smithsonian’s National Museum of American History and on 
the boards of the Breast Cancer Research Foundation, PENCIL, 
and the International Academy of Television Arts & Sciences.



LAunCheD in 2015,   
the National Museum of American 
History’s Philanthropy Initiative is a 
long-term project to collect, research, 
document, and exhibit materials 
relating to the history and impact  
of American philanthropy. Changing 
exhibits, programs, and public 
outreach explore the collaborative 
power of giving in all forms and at 
all levels across a wide spectrum of 
issues and movements. Each year, 
the Philanthropy Initiative’s program, 
The Power of Giving: Philanthropy’s 
Impact on American Life, examines 
giving’s historic and contemporary 
role in affecting a specific area of 
need. The 2019 theme is 
philanthropy’s impact on health 
and medicine. The Philanthropy 
Initiative is made possible by the 
bill & Melinda gates Foundation 
and David M. rubenstein, with 
additional support by the Fidelity 
Charitable Trustees’ Initiative, a 
grantmaking program of Fidelity 
Charitable.


