Commemorating

THE DAY OF REMEMBRANCE 2017

The 75th Anniversary of Executive Order 9066

February 2017 marks the opening of an important
new exhibition at the National Museum of
American History highlighting the 75th anniversary
of Executive Order 9066. The order, signed in 1942
by President Franklin D. Roosevelt, resulted in the
imprisonment of more than 110,000 Americans
of Japanese ancestry during World War II. Each
year, on the Day of Remembrance, the Museum
commemorates the resonating events that shaped
the lives of Japanese Americans during the war.

Project Overview

The National Museum of American History will open an
exhibition featuring the original Executive Order 9066,
signed by President Roosevelt following the Empire
of Japan’s bombing of Pearl Harbor. The document
will be on loan from the National Archives and will be
accompanied by images and objects from the Museum’s
collection. It is through individual artifacts reflecting
personal stories that the Museum is able to help visitors
better understand the Japanese American experience
during the war, while sharing the historic and current
impact of Executive Order 9066.

Clockwise from top: Toshio Asaeda’s watercolor of Topaz Relocation Center, UT;
Executive Order 9066, courtesy of National Archives; girls in Jerome Relocation
Center, AR; pin created in Santa Anita assembly center, CA

Ongoing Collecting Efforts

The exhibition has provided an opportunity to add to the
national collection an array of objects tied to the period being
explored. Recently, the Museum acquired Tetsuo Furukawa’s
baseball uniform used during a playoff series at Gila River
Relocation Center in Arizona. This uniform is one of many
objects that help tell the complex story of Japanese American
lives during WWII. If you are interested in donating any of the
items listed below or would like additional information, please
contact Noriko Sanefuji at americanhistoryapacollection@si.edu

ABOUT THE MUSEUM

The Smithsonian’s National Museum of
American History, which opened in 1964,
continues to preserve and protect an
unparalleled collection of more than 3 million
American treasures. It holds iconic objects
such as the Star-Spangled Banner, President
Abraham Lincoln’s top hat, the Nisei Soldier
Congressional Gold Medal, and a section of
the Woolworth’s lunch counter where early
civil rights sit-ins occurred.
Through incomparable collections, rigorous
research and dynamic public outreach, the
Museum explores the infinite richness of
American history, helping an average of
4.5 million annual visitors understand the past
in order to make sense of the present and
shape a more humane future.

ITEMS SOUGHT INCLUDE:
• 100th Infantry Battalion duty uniform
• Photos of Japanese American World War II veterans
(100th/442nd RCT/522 FAB/MIS/WAC/etc.)
• Handmade toys and children’s items from camp
• Cards and games used in camp by children and adults for leisure
• Textbooks, report cards, projects and artwork from camp
schools and adult education classes
• Birth and death certificates from camp
• Camp worker documentation and records, such as salary logs
(for both Japanese Americans and non-Japanese)
• Sports-related artifacts, photos and documents from camp
• Camp newsletters and newspapers
• Personal letters (e.g. Nisei soldiers writing to parents in camp)
• Resettlement documents
• Redress documents
• Hawai`i internment documents
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Clockwise from left: Baseball uniform used at Gila River Relocation
Center, AZ; Japanese American veterans at Museum during events
surrounding return of Nisei Soldier Congressional Gold Medal after
a seven-city tour; eagle pin made in Poston relocation center, AZ;
crocheted girl’s dress from Heart Mountain Relocation Center, WY

