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Let’s Do History!   
Here are a few resources from today’s program  

that you may find useful 

Cotton Gin 

Statistics on cotton production: The data we discussed related to the cotton gin can 

be found in the activity Inventing the Cotton Gin?: A Class Debate, from the Museum’s 

Lemelson Center for the Study of Invention and Innovation.  We ordered the cotton 

boll you received in your packet from Cottonman.com.  

Lesson Demonstrations 

For elementary teachers: The language arts integrated lesson plan you saw is called 

Voices of Bull Run, and is based on the book Bull Run by Paul Fleischman.  

For secondary teachers: The gold nugget that started the gold rush and the activity 

set, Van Valen’s Gold Rush Journey, are available on our On the Water online 

exhibition.  

Museum Theater 

For elementary teachers: The video Broad Stripes and Bright Stars is a twelve minute 

conversation with Mary Pickersgill, which you can use to introduce the development of 

the Star-Spangled Banner in Baltimore during the War of 1812 and the flag’s 

dimensions and conditions.  

For secondary teachers: The Time Trial of John Brown is available in short video 

segments, which you can use to discuss this controversial figure with your students.  

And remember, you can find all of our free 

educational resources on Smithsonian’s History Explorer!  

Keeping in Touch 

Be sure to stay in touch! You can find us… 

 On Twitter: @explorehistory 

 On Facebook: National Museum of American History 

 In the Thinkfinity Community: Let’s Do History Tour group (Visit here to 

participate in the Challenge!) and History Explorers group 

You can also read more from us on our blog and get the latest news from the 

museum in our email newsletter.  

http://invention.smithsonian.org/centerpieces/whole_cloth/u2ei/u2materials/eipac1.html
http://www.cottonman.com/cottonbolls.htm
http://americanhistory.si.edu/militaryhistory/resources/BullRun/UnitOverview.pdf
http://www.harpercollinschildrens.com/books/Bull-Run-Paul-Fleischman/?isbn13=9780064405881&tctid=100
http://americanhistory.si.edu/onthewater/goldrush/index.html
http://americanhistory.si.edu/onthewater/
http://americanhistory.si.edu/starspangledbanner/educational-resources.aspx
http://historyexplorer.si.edu/resource/?key=7840
http://historyexplorer.si.edu/
http://twitter.com/explorehistory
http://www.facebook.com/americanhistory
http://community.thinkfinity.org/groups/lets-do-history
http://community.thinkfinity.org/groups/americanhistory
http://blog.americanhistory.si.edu/osaycanyousee/teaching-learning/
http://americanhistory.si.edu/signup/

